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FRQti: BOZELL & JACOBS, INC. 
1308 Tower Building - MO 6027 
Sea t t l e f TJashington 

June 28 , 1 9 ^ 

Those pillow-shaped Gasco Briquets, once familiar to -thousands of 

Seattli-tes as tbe "jnagie-fire" heating fuel, bowed to natural gas progress 

at Washington Natural Oas Conpany's Lake Ihiion plant Friday afternoon. 

Halted forever were the huge presses which have tamed out an 

estimated five billion quarter'fdinl briquets and haire operated 2h hours 

a day, seven days a week since -the plant opened in 1937* 

On hand to observe the end of vdiat was once a flourishing gas 

industry sideline, was Charles H. Sturkey, president of Washington Nattiral.-

Prior to the arrival of natural gas, and the subsequent closlxtg down 

of the con9>any>s manufactured gas plant last Decenber, a unique oil-gas 

process produced a residue of pure lamp black. This m s pressml into 

solid lun^s and sold for fuel. 

Natural gas has elimina-ted the source of lamp black. Accumulated 

aaterials have k^t -the plant opera-ting to date. 

Par from siqjplies of more ccnmion ma-terials for manufactured gas, gas 

men of the Northwest originated the oil-gas process i^ch was known in tbe 

industzy as the Pacific Coast Oil-Gas Process. Briquets were produoed by 

only the gas coii;>anies of Seattle and Portlazxl. 
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1st add 

Im the early days, the briquets were sold door-to-door in Seattle. 

Later they were -wholesaled to fuel dealers. During the war, briquets 

disappeared frcm -the market as the shortage of [?as-making materials required 

the Seattle Gas Company to use the briquets to manufacture gas by another 

process. 

Seattle Gas Company resumed marketing of briquets for hone heating 

in 19U6, b-ut m t h the advent of automatic heating ths briquets were 

channeled more and more to outlying points. 

They were shipped by bargf; -to a sizeable market in British Columbia -

and some vers flown, at )200 per ton, to remote outposts in Alaska. Some 

were burned in the hibachis of fuel-shoz*t Jspan. 

Because of -the pure carbon content of -the briquets, they were 

advertised as "all heat, no ash" and were used for specialized industrial 

purposes, such as steel making. Industrial orders were received from as 

far east as Ohio. 

Briquets made a hot fire, and a slovi, long burning bed which required 

little tending. This quality caused their use for many specialized purposes— 

in ttirkey brooders, for example. 

Gas conpany officials have no ret^rets about the passing of this jAiaae 

of the business, but it was a nostalgic moment for many high ranking men 

at Washington Natural vjho "peddled" the briquets in their "salad days" 

>jith -the company. 

The briquet plant iri.ll be dismantled and sold. 
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